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MINUTES 
TOWN OF EAST FISHKILL 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2022 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Call the meeting to order: 
 
The Town of East Fishkill's Town Board Meeting on September 22, 2022 was called 
to order at 7:00 p.m. by Supervisor D’Alessandro with the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the Flag. 
 
Roll  Call:  Supervisor D’Alessandro asked the Town Clerk Cassidy to call the rolls. 
 
Board Members in attendance were 
 
Anil  Thomas Emanuele  Nicolas 
Beephan Franco Marinaro  D’Alessandro 
 
Also in attendance were: 
 
Tom Wood, Attorney; Scott Bryant, Engineer; Mark Pozniak, Comptroller.  
 
Call the meeting to order: 
 
The Town of East Fishkill's Town Board Regular Meeting on September 22, 2022 
was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by Supervisor D’Alessandro with the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
Presentation: 
Supervisor D'Alessandro stated the women and men from the Sons of Italy had a 
presentation to make. A representative from the Joe Dimaggio Sons and Daughters 
of Italy Lodge gave a history of the organization. October is the History of Italy month 
and there will be a display in the East Fishkill Library. He stated they were making a 
$3,000.00 donation to the Town. Supervisor D’Alessandro thanked the Organization 
for all they do and for the donation. The festival was a huge success, and they are 
welcome every year.  
 
Supervisor’s Announcements: 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro stated he attended the Dutchess County Supervisors and 
Mayors Association meeting. The guest speaker was from the Dutchess County 
Planning Department and they spoke about the county housing needs and state 
requirements.  
There was a meeting with the Wappinger's Central School District with the School 
Superintendent for the quarterly meeting with all of the town, village, and city heads 
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who are in the school district area. The focus was on the new school year and 
school security. 
There have been meetings with GlobalFoundries and the joint water board in 
Poughkeepsie, Dutchess County Water and Wastewater Authority. There are a lot of 
different agencies and red tape, but the Town and Department of Health are on the 
same page. He will keep everyone updated.  
The Town is applying for many grants. The Grant Director, Economic Development 
Director, Town Planner, and many department heads are all coordinating for many 
of these. This morning was the final application to the DRI grant, the Downtown 
Revitalization Initiative. It is a $10 million grant which will assist many initiatives in 
the Hamlet and different areas of the Town as well. They also applied for Community 
Development Block Grants, Police Department Grants, Records Retention, Highway, 
Electric Vehicle Grants and many others. There is a lot of work that goes into these. 
He thanked everyone working on these. 
Supervisor D’Alessandro attended the annual Dutchess County Leadership Prayer 
Breakfast in Poughkeepsie. The keynote speaker was the chaplain of the New York 
Giants. It was very motivational and uplifting. 
Supervisor D'Alessandro attended his monthly meeting with the Fire Commissioners. 
He met with Vice Chairman Ehrhart to keep everyone up-to-date. The fire district is 
100% volunteer, which saves the tax payers a lot of money, so please consider 
joining if you have time. 
Supervisor D'Alessandro attended the IDA, Industrial Development Agencies, Public 
Hearing for the new logistics center. There was also a joint Public Hearing earlier 
this evening for that application. This is the site of the old sports dome. The 
developer is asking for a tax PILOT. He explained how a PILOT works.  
Last week supervisor D'Alessandro and Councilman Beephan attended the tour at 
JFK airport by the Customs and Border Patrol. They handle the incoming mail to the 
Metro New York. It is a large facility the tour was very interesting. 
There was a meeting with the Towns of Beekman, Dover, Pawling, and Village of 
Pawling discussing a joint Ethics Committee. They have drafted an IMA and are 
working on language for the Municipal Code. He will keep everyone informed.  
Monday there was a Zoom meeting with the Town Planner and INF Associates 
regarding a project for possible electrical vehicle charging stations within the Town. 
They are looking at several different locations and trying to take advantage of some 
New York State grants. 
Yesterday was the regional Dutchess County Chamber of Commerce breakfast. It is 
a great organization. This year they hosted the 39th District of the Senate debate. 
The Town is trying to get vendors for food trucks for the safety of the residents. That 
ensures that they are registered with the Dutchess County Department of Health and 
that they have a safe facility for the public to eat there. 
This past Saturday was the 26th annual East Fishkill Community Day. It was a great 
event as usual. Over 3000 people attended the event. He thanked Recreation, 
Highway, and Building and Grounds for all their hard work. Bill Green does a 
tremendous job. Supervisor D'Alessandro read a comment from the Community Play 
Book regarding what “community” is. He stated he is proud to be the Supervisor and 
proud to live in the community. 
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Roll  Call:  Supervisor D’Alessandro asked the Town Clerk Cassidy to call the rolls. 
 
Board Members in attendance were 
 
Anil  Thomas Emanuele  Nicolas 
Beephan Franco Marinaro  D’Alessandro 
 
Also in attendance were: 
 
Tom Wood, Attorney; Scott Bryant, Engineer; Michelle Robbins, Planner; Mark 
Pozniak, Comptroller; Chief of Police Bellino; and Highway Superintendent Williams. 
 
Public Hearings: 
 

1. Open Adjourned Public Hearing for Design Standards – Hamlet 
 
Motion to re-open the adjourned Public Hearing for Design Standards for the 
Hamlet: Board Member Franco. Seconded: Board Member Marinaro. All voted in 
favor. Motion carried. 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro stated they opened this Public Hearing last month. It is to 
get some nicer buildings in Town. Several years ago the Town Board passed 
legislation that businesses or property owners are allowed to have commercial on 
the first-floor and have up to two floors of residential above that. A lot of those 
buildings would have to put a third floor on to them. The hope was that if they 
wanted to take advantage of that opportunity, they would have to adhere to some 
design standards and update the façades of the buildings. They have been working 
with the Town Planner to create a law. 
 
Ms. Robbins stated that they had created a document that can be used as a 
guideline for the boards making the decisions regarding development, 
redevelopment, and renovations. Currently this document is not a mandate, but a 
guideline. It is voluntary. The boards will be directed to try to get developers to 
adhere to these guidelines as much as possible. If, at a later date, the Town decides 
to codify these recommendations that would be an option. They want to see if they 
can get applicants to work with them and how it works out prior to putting it into 
zoning. 
 
Attorney Wood stated that the Town Board engaged Saratoga Associates. They are 
a planning firm who were the consultants here. Prior to this the Town Board had a 
moratorium on the Route 82 corridor until some design standards were put up. 
There are two things before the Board tonight. One is the local ordinance that is 
subject to the Public Hearing that would amend the zoning ordinance to allow the 
Town Board from time to time to adopt design standards. There is a second 
resolution initially adopting the standards as presented by Ms. Robbins and 
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Saratoga Associates. There is flexibility involved so that the Town Board can update 
the standards at any time. 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro asked if there was anyone from the public to speak for or 
against the design standards for the Hamlet. There was no one. He asked if there 
was anyone from the Board with questions or comments. 
 
Board Member Marinaro stated the good thing about this is that they are non-
mandates. They are guidelines. This gives owners who want to do upgrades an idea 
of what aspects the Town would like to see in the Hamlet. 
 
Board Member Franco thanked Ms. Robbins for all of the work on this. 
 
Resident #1 asked what prompted this process. He asked if there were examples of 
substandard improvements. Supervisor D'Alessandro stated they received a lot of 
comments from the public regarding some buildings not looking very good and if 
there could be more of the “village feel”. Approximately 2 years ago the Board tried 
to incentivize property owners by allowing the two additional floors of residential 
space for rental revenue. 
 

a. Close the Public Hearing 

Motion to close the Public Hearing:  Board Member Franco.  Seconded:  Board 

Member Beephan. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 

b. Adopt a Negative Declaration and Local Law 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

Notice of Determination of Non-Significance 

 

Date:  September 22, 2022 

 

 

This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulation pertaining to 

Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law. 

 

The Town of East Fishkill Town Board has determined that the proposed action 

described below will not have a significant effect on the environment and a Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. 

 

Name of Action: A Local Law Establishing East Fishkill Architectural Design 

 Guidelines 

 

Description of Action: The Town of East Fishkill is proposing to establish architectural 

design guidelines for the Town’s hamlet centers to revitalize and improve the appearance of 

the hamlet centers and to ensure visual cohesiveness among buildings, signage, lighting, 

landscaping and streetscape elements. The East Fishkill Architectural Design Guidelines are 
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entirely optional in nature and are only considered only when local officials in discretionary 

decisions think they may be appropriate.   

 

 

SEQR Status:  Type I                Conditioned Negative Declaration?       Yes 

 

 Unlisted       x                   X   

No 

 

Location of Action:  Town of East Fishkill, County of Dutchess 

 

 

The following documentation was analyzed in making this negative declaration: 

 

X Short Form EAF 

_ Supplemental Part III Information 

_ Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 

_   Other (Describe)  

 

 

Name of Action: A Local Law Establishing East Fishkill Architectural 

Design Guidelines 

 

For Further Information: 

 

Contact Person:  Peter J. Cassidy, Town Clerk 

 Town Hall, 330 Route 376 

 Hopewell Junction, New York12533 

 (845) 221-4303 

 

 

 

REASONS SUPPORTING THIS DETERMINATION: 

 

(See 617.7(c) for requirements of this determination; see 617.7(d) for conditioned Negative 

Declaration) 

 

The proposed action would result in the adoption of the East Fishkill Architectural Design 

Guidelines which are proposed to ensure visual cohesiveness among buildings, signage, 

lighting, landscaping and streetscape elements. The East Fishkill Architectural Design 

Guidelines are entirely optional in nature and are only considered only when local officials in 

discretionary decisions think they may be appropriate.  The proposed action would be 

expected to support and facilitate aesthetic improvements in the Town’s hamlets and would 

be expected to improve the overall visual cohesiveness of the Town. This would result in 
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positive benefits to appearance of the Town’s hamlets. The proposed action would not be 

expected to result in any significant adverse impacts on the environment for the following 

reasons:  

 

1.  It will not generate a significant amount of additional vehicles, noise or emission 

levels.  

2.  It will not affect rare or endangered species of animal or plant, or habitat of such 

species.  

3.  It will not result in any impacts to historic or archeological resources.  

4.  It will not result in any impacts related to hazardous materials.   

5.  It will not result in a significant effect on air, water quality or ambient noise levels for 

adjoining areas.  

6.  It will not be subjected to unacceptable risk of flooding or major geological hazards.  

7.   It will not involve adversely affect any surface water or groundwater.  

8.  It will not allow for improper uses within specified zoning districts.  

9.  It will not result in adverse cumulative impacts.  

10.  It will not result in adverse growth-inducing impacts.  

11.  It will not conflict with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  

 

In conclusion, no significant potential impacts were identified as a result of the Proposed 

Action. 

 

Based on a review of 6NYCRR 617.7, there appear to be no significant adverse 

environmental impacts. 

 

THIS NEGATIVE DECLARATION WAS AUTHORIZED AT A MEETING OF THE 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF EAST FISHKILL HELD ON SEPTEMBER 22, 2022. 

 

 

_______________________________                       ________________________ 

Chairperson/Designee      Date 

 

For Type I Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a Copy of this Notice Sent to: 

• Commissioner, Department of Environmental Conservation, 50 Wolf Road, Albany, New 

York12233-0001 

• Appropriate Regional Office of the Department of Environmental Conservation. 

• Office of the Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will 

be principally located. 

• Applicant (if any) 

•    Other involved agencies (if any) 
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LOCAL LAW NO. 8 OF 2022 

   

A LOCAL LAW ESTABLISHING EAST FISHKILL ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN 

GUIDELINES 

 

SECTION ONE: LEGISLATIVE INTENT 

 

 The Supervisor and the Town Board have been focused on improving both the 

Town’s infrastructure and aesthetic appeal. It is the stated policy of the Town Board of the 

Town of East Fishkill that when the Town Board considers future development, enactments 

or amendments to land use laws, rules or regulations, the Town Board may consider, in 

addition to any other factors and the land use policies set forth in the Town's Master 

Plan/Comprehensive Plan, the "Design Guidelines,” the land use policies, principles and 

guidelines contained in the "Design Guidelines”, to the extent the Town Board deems 

appropriate. All determinations made hereunder shall be deemed legislative decisions within 

the Town Board's legislative discretion. 

 

SECTION TWO: ADOPTION OF HOPEWELL HAMLET DESIGN STANDARDS 

 

 By Resolution, the Town Board will adopt Design Standards for the Hopewell 

Hamlet from time to time.   

 

SECTION THREE: SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any part of this Local Law is deemed unenforceable by any court of competent 

jurisdiction, then the remaining parts shall stay in effect. 

 

SECTION FOUR: EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of 

State of the State of New York. 

 

 

Motion to adopt a Negative Declaration and Local Law:  Board Member Marinaro.  

Seconded:  Board Member Beephan. All voted in favor. Motion carried 

 
2. Open Adjourned Public Hearing to consider Omnibus Zoning Amendments 

 
Motion to open the Public Hearing to consider Omnibus Zoning Amendments: Board 
Member Franco. Seconded: Board Member Beephan. All voted in favor motion 
carried. 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro stated three months ago they were reviewing this. There 
have been several issues in Town including chickens, front yard variances, 
secondary accessories, and many other things. 
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Attorney Wood stated this is an attempt, based on an analysis of various items that 
come before the Zoning Board, to adjust certain sections of the Town Code because 
people were unable to comply. It is also to update some sections. It has been sent to 
Dutchess County Department of Planning as required. They have made their 
comments and some have been incorporated into this zoning. The first one is in 
respect to lot line adjustments. These used to have to go before the Planning Board 
for a lot line readjustment. The second section modernizes the accessory apartment 
zoning. The Town has always allowed an accessory apartment in a single-family 
home. It is an apartment in an owner occupied, single-family home. It is a smaller 
unit than the primary home. It is to allow a family member to live there. It could 
provide some senior citizens an additional revenue. It also has housing stock. This 
requires a permit to be granted, regulates that the owner must live on the property, 
and the unit must be smaller than the main unit. The meeting point is that when 
these buildings are sold the accessory apartment does not automatically go along 
with the transfer of the house. The new owner has 60 days to come in and show that 
they are the residents there and that they are abiding by the rules. The Town has 
had issues in the past with people creating second units and not living there. These 
are meant to be inspected by the Building Department to make sure they comply 
with the law. It also includes notification to adjoining property owners if someone is 
making an application. Secondly this version clears up what is considered a front 
yard in the town. This has become a problem with the Zoning Board when they are 
discussing a residence on a corner lot. It also clears up an issue on fencing 
regarding a 6 foot fence on the rear line of a single family home and the sidelines. 
This would adjust it so that the 6-foot fence could start in the frontline of the house, 
so now it includes full side yards. They were getting many variance requests for that. 
It also goes into emergency generators, which have generated a lot of requests for 
variances as well. The next section regulates and allows, for the first time, chickens 
in the Town of East Fishkill on lots of over 10 acres. There will be no roosters and 
the chickens have to be fenced higher than regular fences. If the owner stops having 
the chickens, the fencing has to come down. There has to be a permit issued and 
the area for the chickens has to be maintained a certain way. It also cleans up for 
the number permits and it clears up the Zoning Ordinances for the changes that 
have been made. 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro stated every 4 to 5 years they try to do an Omnibus of 
changes to the zoning as it is not perfect. Sometimes it is due to a number of 
specific variances requested. 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro asked if there were any questions or comments from the 
public. 
 
Resident #2 asked if these accessory apartments are rentals and Attorney Wood 
said yes. The resident asked if the houses with rental units would be listed 
somewhere as a rental. Attorney Wood said going forward, the ones that come in for 
permits will. The problem is there are a lot of illegal apartments. The resident asked 
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if this would allow the Town to inspect someone’s home. Attorney Wood said if they 
get a complaint from someone that there is an accessory apartment in the neighbors 
then the court can issue an administrative warrant that allows the Town to inspect 
the residence. The resident asked if there was a limitation on the number of 
residents in the household versus the rental side. Attorney Wood stated it is limited 
in the sense that the apartment must be smaller than the residence and that the 
bedroom count is one. Under federal law you cannot regulate the number of 
residents if they operate as a family, however there are health codes that require 
certain square footage for sleeping quarters and etc. Resident #2 asked how the 
school district would monitor the number of children in these apartments. Attorney 
Wood stated to be enrolled in the school they would have to show residency to the 
school district, who can verify that. Resident #2 asked if that would increase the 
school burden. Attorney Wood stated there have been apartments on the books for 
over 20 years. This is nothing new, it is just tightening of the existing code. 
 
Resident #3 asked if the lot line changes would allow for the expansion of mixed-use 
or Hamlet district areas into residential areas or zoning changes. Attorney Wood 
said no. This just for the physical boundary of a property line but does not change 
the zoning district of the property. Attorney Wood stated if you have a property that 
is in two different zoning districts part of your property has the benefit of one zone 
and the other part has the other zone, even though it is all one lot. He stated that to 
expand the zoning district the Town Board has to hold a Public Hearing, has to 
identify the specific properties that are going to be rezoned, and in most cases, 
require the posting of the property with a sign advising the public of a Public 
Hearing. That is the only way to move a zoning district boundary. 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro asked if there were any Board members with questions or 
comments. 
 
Board Member Beephan stated this has been in the works for a long time. He 
believes it will do a lot of good. People seem very excited about the chickens. 
 
Board Member Franco stated it will be good clarity for the Zoning Board. It should 
make their job a little bit easier. 
 
Board Member Marinaro asked for clarification regarding Section 4. He asked which 
area of the town is considered the business center. Attorney Wood stated this would 
be for a commercial site plan that already exists. One example was many years ago 
a restaurant in Unity Plaza wanted to add a walk-in cooler which was not included on 
their site plan. It would be right outside the back door in an area that was not in the 
public area. They were facing an extensive site plan amendment. This provision 
would allow discretion to the Building Inspector to allow minor modifications without 
going through the entire Planning Board process. Board Member Marinaro asked if 
there was a way to make this a more expedient process to appear before the 
Planning Board. Attorney Wood stated this eliminates the need for them to go to the 
Planning Board and allows for the Building Inspector to handle it administratively. 
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Attorney Wood stated that this makes it an express approval for very minor 
amendments. Board Member Marinaro asked about the wording regarding changing 
use. Attorney Wood stated that if the intent of the use does not exceed the 
limitations it would be ok. Some instances will not have to go to the Planning Board 
for changing use. Board Member Marinaro asked about a review of minor changes 
inside the structure. He stated it is tied to the parking spaces. He asked if this would 
put an additional burden on the neighboring property’s parking. Attorney Wood 
stated no because this is stating the parking is less than the current listed. Board 
Member Marinaro asked about the building permit for the chicken coop. Supervisor 
D'Alessandro stated they do have to ask for that. They have to make sure the 
chickens have adequate space. Attorney Wood stated it will be a modified permit. 
There are certain square footage requirements for the number of chickens on the 
property. There are animal-rights issues to be dealt with. 
 
Resident #3 asked how minor changes are defined in the text of the law. Attorney 
Wood stated it is less than 5% of the area of the property that has an approved site 
plan. Resident #3 asked if it could be a change in use as well. Attorney Wood stated 
that 5% is for any physical change within the site plan. A change of use would be for 
a different intensity or impacts. Resident #3 asked if these changes have been 
posted. Attorney Wood stated they have been posted on the website for the past 
three months, they have been referred to Dutchess County for comments, and the 
Planning Board has also discussed these in public meetings. 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro asked if there were any questions or comments from Board 
members. There were none. 
 

a. Close the Public Hearing 

Motion to close the Public Hearing:  Board Member Franco.  Seconded:  Board 

Member Beephan. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 

b. Adopt a Negative Declaration and Local Law 

 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION 

Notice of Determination of Non-Significance 

 

Date:  September 22, 2022 

 

 

This notice is issued pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulation pertaining to 

Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law. 

 

The Town of East Fishkill Town Board has determined that the proposed action 

described below will not have a significant effect on the environment and a Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement will not be prepared. 
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Name of Action: A LOCAL LAW INCLUDING OMNIBUS TOWN CODE 

AMENDMENTS TO FACILITATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENHANCE 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY USAGE 

 

Description of Action: The Town of East Fishkill is proposing omnibus code amendments 

to facilitate economic development and enhance residential property use. The omnibus 

zoning amendments would include the following zoning changes: 

 

1)  Require Planning Board review of Lot Line Realignments only if any lot increases or 

decreases in size by more than five (5) acres (currently review is required only for Lot 

Line Realignments of more than 20,000 sf).  

2) Allow accessory apartments, on single-family properties in zoning districts where 

single-family dwellings are permitted, except where enforceable deed covenants 

prohibit the same, in order to provide the opportunity and encouragement for the 

development of small housing units designed, in particular, to meet the special 

housing needs of the community.  

3) Change in the requirements for when a change of use must be approved by the 

Planning Board.  Changes of use with respect to plans previously approved by the 

Planning Board do not need to obtain amended site plan approval unless: site work is 

necessary pursuant to state and local codes; the applicant proposes discretionary site 

work exceeding 5% of the entire size of the applicant’s lot; the proposed application 

will result in a shortage of parking spaces; or when a committee composed of 

representatives of the Town’s engineering, planning, and legal staff believe that 

amended site plan approval is necessary based on an increase in the intensity of use or 

any significant changes to the criteria listed in § 194-26 of the Town Code. 

4) Revise the definition of Front Yard and Front Setback Line to allow more flexibility 

for corner lots and ameliorate recurring issues with corner lots and other uniquely 

configured lots. On corner lots and other uniquely configured lots certain types of 

accessory structures could be appropriately sited in front yards without any aesthetic 

detriment to the property. Amending the Town Code would also eliminate certain 

logical inconsistencies, and would allow the residents to more fully enjoy their 

properties.  

5) To increase the allowable height of fences and walls from four feet to six feet in 

height or less and allow these fences and walls to be erected in any yard and not 

require a permit. 

6) To revise the zoning requirements for emergency generators that cannot meet 

setbacks and avoid excessive costs for residents of the Town. The zoning will be 

revised to allow generators used for emergency purposes to be considered compliant 

with the Town Code and not require a variance as long as they meet the following 

provisions:  

a. They are placed in a side yard or rear yard; 

b. Are at least 10 feet away from the nearest lot line; and 

c. Are not more than 3 feet away from the closest side of the house.  



Town of East Fishkill Board Meeting Minutes – September 22, 2022 12 

7) To promote agrarian uses and animal education, while protecting the community from 

certain nuisances, the Town has modified the zoning requirements with respect to the 

keeping of chickens within the Town. One chicken shall be permitted for each two tenths 

of an acre in the R-1, R-2, R-3, and AFO Zoning Districts (i.e. on a 2.4 acre lot, 12 

chickens shall be permitted), but in no circumstance shall the number of chickens on any 

lot exceed 30 chickens. Chickens shall not be permitted in any zoning districts not 

explicitly listed in this section.  No male chickens (i.e. roosters) shall be permitted on any 

lot less than 10 acres in size.  

 

SEQR Status:  Type I                Conditioned Negative Declaration?       Yes 

 

 Unlisted       x                   X   

No 

 

Location of Action:  Town of East Fishkill, County of Dutchess 

 

 

The following documentation was analyzed in making this negative declaration: 

 

X Short Form EAF 

_ Supplemental Part III Information 

_ Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) 

_   Other (Describe)  

 

 

Name of Action: A LOCAL LAW INCLUDING OMNIBUS TOWN CODE 

AMENDMENTS TO FACILITATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENHANCE 

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY USAGE 

 

 

For Further Information: 

 

Contact Person:  Peter J. Cassidy, Town Clerk 

 Town Hall, 330 Route 376 

 Hopewell Junction, New York12533 

 (845) 221-4303 

 

 

 

REASONS SUPPORTING THIS DETERMINATION: 
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(See 617.7(c) for requirements of this determination; see 617.7(d) for conditioned Negative 

Declaration) 

 

The proposed action would result in the adoption of omnibus zoning amendments to the 

Town of East Fishkill Zoning Code in order to help East Fishkill continue its strong record of 

economic development. The Zoning Code has been revised to propose ways to simplify 

zoning for both residents and potential economic development applicants. The Town has 

determined that there are certain applications before the Planning Board and Zoning Board of 

Appeals, which are effectively pro forma, and are generally approved without many 

comments from the Board members due to the nature of the applications. While still subject 

to staff review, these applications will no longer be reviewed by the various Boards. This will 

reduce the time and costs needed to bring these projects to fruition, and will promote 

economic development.  Therefore, while the proposed action would be expected to support 

economic development it would not be expected to result in any significant adverse impacts 

for the following reasons:  

1.  It will not generate a significant amount of additional vehicles, noise or emission 

levels.  

2.  It will not affect rare or endangered species of animal or plant, or habitat of such 

species.  

3.  It will not result in any impacts to historic or archeological resources.  

4.  It will not result in any impacts related to hazardous materials.   

5.  It will not result in a significant effect on air, water quality or ambient noise levels for 

adjoining areas.  

6.  It will not be subjected to unacceptable risk of flooding or major geological hazards.  

7.   It will not involve adversely affect any surface water or groundwater.  

8.  It will not allow for improper uses within specified zoning districts.  

9.  It will not result in adverse cumulative impacts.  

10.  It will not result in adverse growth-inducing impacts.  

11.  It will not conflict with the Town’s Comprehensive Plan.  

 

In conclusion, no significant potential impacts were identified as a result of the Proposed 

Action. 

 

Based on a review of 6NYCRR 617.7, there appear to be no significant adverse 

environmental impacts. 

 

THIS NEGATIVE DECLARATION WAS AUTHORIZED AT A MEETING OF THE 

TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF EAST FISHKILL HELD ON SEPTEMBER 22, 2022. 

 

 

_______________________________                       ________________________ 

Chairperson/Designee      Date 

 

For Type I Actions and Conditioned Negative Declarations, a Copy of this Notice Sent to: 

• Commissioner, Department of Environmental Conservation, 50 Wolf Road, Albany, New 

York12233-0001 
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• Appropriate Regional Office of the Department of Environmental Conservation. 

• Office of the Chief Executive Officer of the political subdivision in which the action will 

be principally located. 

• Applicant (if any) 

•    Other involved agencies (if any) 

 

 

 

 

LOCAL LAW NO.  7  OF 2022 

 

A LOCAL LAW INCLUDING OMNIBUS TOWN CODE AMENDMENTS TO 

FACILITATE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENHANCE RESIDENTIAL 

PROPERTY USAGE 

 

SECTION ONE: LEGISLATIVE INTENT 

 

 While enforcing the Town Code, Town staff discovered issues that routinely arise. In 

order to help East Fishkill continue its strong record of economic development, Town staff 

members have proposed ways to simplify zoning for both residents and potential economic 

development applicants. The Town has also hired an economic development consultant who 

has spoken with numerous potential applicants about ways to streamline the approval 

process. The Town has determined that there are certain applications before the Planning 

Board and Zoning Board of Appeals, which are effectively pro forma, and are generally 

approved without many comments from the Board members due to the nature of the 

applications. While still subject to staff review, these applications will no longer be reviewed 

by the various Boards. This will reduce the time and costs needed to bring these projects to 

fruition, and will promote economic development.   

SECTION TWO: MODIFICATION TO LOT LINE ADJUSTMENT PROVISIONS 

 

 A lot line adjustment is when an applicant seeks to move a property boundary with a 

neighboring parcel, but does not propose to create a new lot. Currently, all lot line adjustment 

applications must appear before the Planning Board. To streamline the process, the current 

language found in Section 163-19(I) of the Town Code shall be removed and replaced with 

the following: 

 

Upon receipt of a proper application, fee, and a survey illustrating existing and 

proposed lot lines, a lot line adjustment between two (2) lots, which does not create a 

new lot, shall be reviewed internally by the Engineering Department, the Town 

Assessor’s Office, and the Town Attorney’s Office. Planning Board review shall only be 

required if any lot increases or decreases in size by more than five (5) acres.  All 

submitted surveys must show existing subsurface sanitary systems and potable wells if 

not serviced by municipal water. 

 

SECTION THREE:  MODIFICATION TO ACCESSORY APARTMENT 

PROVISIONS 
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One societal change is the desire of families to have multigenerational housing options on 

one lot. Many homeowners desire accessory apartments on their properties for younger 

members of their families who are first beginning their careers and for members of their 

extended family who need assistance based on health conditions. The provisions in Section 

194-91 of the Town Code shall be removed and replaced with the following: 

 

A. Purpose. 

 

(1) The purpose of this section is to allow accessory apartments, on single-family 

properties in zoning districts where single-family dwellings are permitted, except 

where enforceable deed covenants prohibit the same, in order to provide the 

opportunity and encouragement for the development of small housing units 

designed, in particular, to meet the special housing needs of the community. 

Further, it is the purpose of this section to allow the more efficient use of the 

Town's stock of dwellings and accessory buildings; to provide economic support 

for resident families of limited income; to protect and preserve property values; 

and to preserve the character and appearance of single-family neighborhoods. 

 

(2) To achieve these goals, the following standards and conditions apply. 

 

B. Standards and conditions. 

 

(1) No more than one accessory apartment per lot may be permitted, nor shall the 

total number of dwelling units on any lot exceed two. 

 

(2) No accessory apartment may be permitted in a two-family or multifamily 

dwelling. 

 

 

(3) The owner of the lot upon which the accessory apartment is located shall occupy 

one of the dwelling units on the premises as his or her principal residence. 

 

(4) Dimensional requirements. The following regulations shall apply: 

 

(a) Attached Accessory apartments within single-family dwellings: 

 

i. Minimum size of accessory apartment: 400 square feet. 
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ii. Maximum size of accessory apartment: 50% of the habitable floor space of the 

principal dwelling or 1,000 square feet, whichever is less. 

 

(b) Detached Accessory apartments in accessory structures: 

 

i. Minimum size of accessory apartment: 400 square feet. 

 

ii. Maximum size of accessory apartment: two bedrooms. 

  

iii. Minimum side and rear yards: as required for the principal dwelling 

 

(5) Exterior appearance. If an accessory apartment is located in the principal 

dwelling, the entry to such unit and its design shall be such that, to the degree 

reasonably feasible, the appearance of the building will remain as a single-family 

residence. In cases where alterations are to be made to accommodate the 

accessory apartment, elevation drawings may be required to be submitted with 

the application for a special permit. 

 

(6) Off-street parking. Off-street parking shall be provided in conformance with the 

requirements of the off-street parking schedule in Section 194 of the Town Code.  

 

(7) There shall be no renting of rooms in either the accessory apartment or in the 

principal dwelling.  

 

(8) Sale or subdivision. Neither an accessory apartment nor the premises upon 

which such accessory apartment is located shall be sold, converted into 

cooperative or condominium ownership, or subdivided, unless such action is 

accomplished in full compliance with the codes and ordinances of the Town of 

East Fishkill, Dutchess County, and the laws of the State of New York. 

 

(9)  The accessory apartment shall meet the standards of the New York State 

Uniform 

 Fire Prevention and Building Code for habitable space. 

       

(10) The applicant shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Dutchess 

County     

Health Department. 

 

C. Procedure 

 

(1) Review by the Building Department: 
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a. No permit from the Building Department for an attached accessory 

apartment within a single-family dwelling shall be issued unless five years 

have elapsed from the date of issuance of a certificate of occupancy or 

certificate of compliance for the dwelling. 

 

b. No permit from the Building Department for a detached accessory 

apartment within an accessory structure shall be issued unless five years 

have elapsed from the date of issuance of a certificate of occupancy or 

certificate of compliance for the accessory structure.  

 

(2) Planning Board Review: Any proposed accessory apartments that do not meet 

the time limitations that enable ministerial Building Department review of this 

provision shall require a special permit and public hearing before the Planning 

Board.  

 

(3) The issued permit does not automatically transfer to new owners. Subsequent 

owners shall apply to the Building Inspector for a permit renewal. The Building 

Inspector shall issue the permit if the accessory apartment is in compliance with 

this Chapter and the NYS Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code. The 

Building Inspector shall provide notice to adjacent property owners thirty (30) 

days prior to renewing the permit.   

 

 

SECTION FOUR:  MODIFICATION TO WHICH APPLICATIONS MUST 

RECEIVE PLANNING BOARD APPROVAL 

 

Due to business cycles and the change in shopping patterns of consumers, the Town 

has noticed that stores, such as those located in the Town’s business centers, have new 

tenants from time to time. Currently, whenever a new use is proposed, an applicant must 

appear before the Planning Board, even if the only changes are internal configurations. These 

applications are still reviewed by Town Staff in addition to the Planning Board. In most 

communities, these types of internal changes are not reviewed by the Planning Board unless 

actual changes to the site itself are occurring or there is an increase in demand for parking. 

The Town has a vested interest in maintaining the strength of its local shopping centers, and 

by making East Fishkill the premier place to start a business.  

 

The existing language in Sections 194-24(C) & (D) of the Town Code shall be 

removed and replaced with the following language which shall constitute a new provision 

“C”: 

 

C. Site development plan approval by the Planning Board shall be 

required for the erection or enlargement of all buildings other 

than one- or two-family residences in all districts, and for all 



Town of East Fishkill Board Meeting Minutes – September 22, 2022 18 

commercial, industrial and other nonresidential uses of land 

where no building is proposed. Changes of use with respect to 

plans previously approved by the Planning Board do not need to 

obtain amended site plan approval unless: site work is necessary 

pursuant to state and local codes; the applicant proposes 

discretionary site work exceeding 5% of the entire size of the 

applicant’s lot; the proposed application will result in a shortage 

of parking spaces; or when a committee composed of 

representatives of the Town’s engineering, planning, and legal 

staff believe that amended site plan approval is necessary based on 

an increase in the intensity of use or any significant changes to the 

criteria listed in § 194-26 of the Town Code. Intensity of use as 

used in this section is when tenant spaces are combined or 

modified resulting in excess of a 200% increase in gross floor area 

of a single tenant space. Referral to the Dutchess County 

Department of Health is required on sites serviced by onsite 

wastewater treatment systems.  

 

SECTION FIVE: AMENDMENTS TO PROVISIONS PERTAINING TO FRONT 

YARDS AND CORNER LOTS 

 

Certain residential properties are located on corner lots, which means that they likely will 

have multiple front yards. This severely limits a property owner’s ability to use at least two 

of its yards due to restrictions as to what can be placed in front yards. Certain types of 

accessory residential structures could be appropriately sited in front yards without any 

aesthetic detriment to the property. Amending the Town Code would also eliminate certain 

logical inconsistencies, and would allow the residents to more fully enjoy their properties. To 

ameliorate recurring issues with corner lots and other uniquely configured lots, the following 

changes are now made to Section 194-3 of the Town Code: 

 

The definition for “YARD, FRONT” shall be removed and replaced with the following: 

 

YARD, FRONT 

The yard lying between the front lot line and the primary access point to the main 

entrance of the Principal Building. Each lot shall only have one front yard. 

 

The definition for “Front Yard Setback Line” shall be removed and replaced with the 

following: 

 

The lot line which separates a lot’s front yard from a street or highway right-of-way.   

 

The language in Section 194-100 “Corner Lots” shall be removed and replaced with the 

following: 

 

A corner lot is a lot at the intersection of and abutting two or more intersecting streets 

or highways, as said term appears in § 280-a of the New York State Town Law. The 
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setbacks in a Side Yard with frontage on a street or highway of a Corner Lot shall be 

the lesser of double those of the underlying Zoning District and the required front yard.  

 

SECTION SIX: FENCES 

 

The Town’s Code is more restrictive with respect to fences than many neighboring 

municipalities. As such, section 194-98 of the Town Code shall be amended as follows: 

 

Fences and walls (not retaining). On any residential property, the finished side of 

the fence shall face the adjoining property, and all exposed stands and braces shall 

face the interior property. All fences or walls exceeding four feet must be 

decorative. Chain link fences shall not exceed four feet in height in any yard of a 

residential district. Fence and walls over four feet must be installed two feet in 

from any lot line. Fences and walls four feet in height or less may be erected in any 

yard and do not require a permit. Fences and walls greater than four feet in height 

and less than six feet in height may be erected behind the front line of a house or 

within ten feet of the frontline of a house with a fence/wall permit from the 

Building Department. Fences and walls exceeding four feet in height and located 

more than ten feet in front of the front line of a house and all fences and walls 

exceeding six feet in height require a variance from the Zoning Board of Appeals 

(ZBA) and a wall/fence permit from the Building Department except for Properties 

in an Industrial District which shall be permitted to have fences twelve (12) feet in 

height. See table below. 

 Walls and Fences Permit(s) Required 

 Retaining walls 

 4 feet in height or less No permit required 

 Greater than 4 feet (1) Engineered drawings approved by the 

Building Department/Engineer 

(2) Requires fence/wall permit from the 

Building Department 

 Fences and walls (not retaining walls) 

  4 feet in height or less No permit required 

 

 Located within ten feet of the front 

line of the house and exceeding 4 feet 

in height but not exceeding 6 feet in 

height 

 

Requires fence/wall permit from the 

Building Department 

 Exceeding 4 feet in height and located 

more than ten feet in front of the 

front line of the house 

(1) Requires variance from ZBA; 

(2) Fence/wall permit from the Building 
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 Walls and Fences Permit(s) Required 

Department 

 Exceeding 6 feet in height (1) Requires variance from ZBA unless the 

fence is located in an Industrial District; 

(2) Fence/wall permit from the Building 

Department 

SECTION SEVEN: EMERGENCY GENERATORS 

The Zoning Board of Appeals has seen an increasing number of cases pertaining to 

emergency generators that cannot meet the required setbacks. In order to avoid excessive 

costs for residents of the Town, the following provision shall be added to Chapter 194 of the 

Town Code: 

Generators used for emergency purposes shall be considered compliant with the Town 

Code and shall not require a Variance if: 

1. They are placed in a side yard or rear yard; 

2. Are at least 10 feet away from the nearest lot line; and 

3. Are not more than 3 feet away from the closest side of the house.  

SECTION EIGHT: CHICKENS 

 

The following provisions pertaining to chickens shall be added to the Zoning Code: 

 

A. Purpose. The Town Board of the Town of East Fishkill, to promote agrarian 

uses and animal education, while protecting the community from certain 

nuisances, enacts the following restrictions on the keeping of chickens within the 

Town.  

 

B. Definition of Chicken. A “chicken” shall be defined as a member of the species 

Gallus gallus domesticus.  

 

C. Zoning Districts. One chicken shall be permitted for each two tenths of an acre 

in the R-1, R-2, R-3, and AFO Zoning Districts (i.e. on a 2.4 acre lot, 12 chickens 

shall be permitted), but in no circumstance shall the number of chickens on any 

lot exceed 30 chickens. Chickens shall not be permitted in any zoning districts 

not explicitly listed in this section.    

 

D. Male Chickens. No male chickens (i.e. roosters) shall be permitted on any lot less 

than 10 acres in size.  
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E. Shelter. Chickens shall be enclosed with chain-link, open-mesh fences or caging. 

Said fence (chain-link or mesh) or cage shall not exceed eight feet in height and 

must contain an area of at least four-square feet for each chicken. The shelter 

must contain adequate ventilation, light, and drainage as determined by the 

Building Inspector. The fence (chain-link or mesh) or cage shall be at least 25 

feet from any property line or double the required setback for that district, 

whichever is greater. In no circumstance may the shelter be located in the front 

yard of any lot. All shelters shall be removed within thirty days after no longer 

housing any chickens.  

 

F. Feed Containers. All feed shall be stored in rodent-proof containers, as 

determined by the Building Inspector.  

 

G. A building permit shall be required for the construction of a coop/pen for the 

keeping of chickens.  

 

H. Penalties for Offenses. A violation of this article shall constitute an offense 

punishable by a fine not exceeding $250 or by imprisonment for a term not 

exceeding 15 days and/or a civil penalty of $1,000. Each day said violation 

continues shall constitute a separate violation.  

 

 

 

 

SECTION NINE: REMOVAL OF SECTION 194-66 OF THE TOWN CODE 

 

Chapter 140 of the Town Code, Peddling and Soliciting, provides all regulations related to 

Peddling and Soliciting. There is also another provision, Section 194-66 in the Zoning Code 

related to Stationary Solicitors, Peddlers, and Vendors. In order to avoid any conflicts 

amongst these various provisions, Section 194-66 of the Town Code (Stationary Solicitors, 

Peddlers, and Vendors) shall be removed.  

 

SECTION TEN: SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any part of this Local Law is deemed unenforceable by any court of competent 

jurisdiction, then the remaining parts shall stay in effect. 

 

SECTION ELEVEN: EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon its filing with the Secretary of 

State of the State of New York. 

 

 

      BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD 

      OF THE TOWN OF EAST FISHKILL  

      PETER CASSIDY, TOWN CLERK  



Town of East Fishkill Board Meeting Minutes – September 22, 2022 22 

 

 

Adopted on the 22nd day of 

September, 2022 

 

 

VOTE             VOTING 

 

Councilman Franco                  Aye 

 

Councilman Marinaro              Aye 

 

Councilman Beephan              Aye 

 

Supervisor D’Alessandro        Aye 

 

 

Motion to adopt a Negative Declaration and Local Law:  Board Member Beephan.  

Seconded:  Board Member Marinaro of. All voted in favor. Motion carried 

Approve Minutes: 
 
August 18, 2022 
 
Motion to approve the minutes for the August 18, 2022 meeting: Board Member 
Marinaro.  Seconded: Board Member Franco. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Announcement of Additions to the Agenda: 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro said there were three additions to the agenda – to accept 
the grant for the Hudson Valley Council Band, to authorize travel and training for the 
assessor, and a part-time typist appointment. 
 
Courtesy of the Floor: 
 
Supervisor D'Alessandro asked if there was anyone who wanted to speak about any 
general town issues. 
 
Resident #2 spoke about his concerns regarding the increase in the market value of 

the homes and the increases to taxes because of it. He voiced concerns about 

development in Stormville and the Master Plan. Supervisor D'Alessandro discussed 

the responsibility of the Tax Assessor and the ways that taxes increase. He also 

explained the separation between the Town Board and the Planning Board. Attorney 

Wood spoke about notification to local residents about future development. Board 

Member Marinaro thanked the resident for his participation in local government.  
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Resident #1 asked about the SRO’s and the possibility to get them in the elementary 

schools full time and the Master Plan. Supervisor D’Alessandro stated that was a 

school district decision. The Town is sending a police officer to the elementary 

schools daily. They will be working on a grant for a Master Plan and possibly a 

community board for that. 

Legislator Caswell spoke about how nice Community Day was. He stated that the 

East Fishkill Historical Society has received a $30,000 grant to help with some 

building infrastructure. The Hudson Valley Council Band has been in existence for 

30 years and will be receiving grant money as well. 

Supervisor D'Alessandro asked about John Jay's soccer game this evening as 

Legislator Caswell is the voice of John Jay soccer. Legislator Caswell stated they 

played very well for the first half but were defeated in the second overtime period. 

Receive and File: 
 
 Supervisor D'Alessandro stated there is nothing for receipt and file. 

Resolutions: 
 

1. Receive Tentative Town Budget from the Town Clerk, Set Public Hearing 
for October 27, 2022 @ 6:00 PM and Set Town Board Meeting for 6:00 
PM 

RESOLUTION 

(RECEIVE AND FILE AND DISTRIBUTE 2023 BUDGET) 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Supervisor's budget must be filed with the Town Clerk within 

the time period prescribed by law; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary for the Town Clerk to present said budget to the Town 

Board at a public meeting prior to the 5th day of October; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Supervisor and the Town Clerk to have the Town 

Board receive the Tentative 2023 Budget at this meeting; and  

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board will conduct a 

Budget Hearing on October 27, 2022.  

  

 
Motion to receive the tentative Town Budget from the Town Clerk and set a Public 
Hearing for October 27, 2022 at 6:00 PM and set the Town Board meeting for 6:00 
PM:  Board Member Franco.  Seconded:  Board Member Beephan. All voted in 
favor. Motion carried.  
 

2. Authorize an Out of District Agreement in Hopewell West Water District  
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RESOLUTION 

(AUTHORIZING AN OUT OF DISTRICT AGREEMENT FOR 

5 TOWN RD LOCATED IN THE HOPEWELL WEST WATER DISTRICT) 

 

 

WHEREAS, the owner of the property located at 5 TOWN RD, a two family home, 

has provided a written request to connect to the Hopewell West Water District (tax id 

132800-6357-04-617325) and is an out of district parcel; and 

 

WHEREAS, the property owner will pay the cost of the service connection  

necessary from the water curb stop through his property; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town previously installed a water main and fire hydrant bringing 

service to in district users; and 

 

WHEREAS, said property has be afforded a water tap to connect to the water 

service; 

 

WHEREAS, the property will be classified as an out of district user and will require 

a user agreement prior to providing water service connection authorization; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be and hereby is 

authorized to execute an Out of District Water Agreement for property located at 5 

Town Rd located in East Fishkill and adjacent to the Hopewell West Water District; 

and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said agreement shall provide that the property 

owner shall be responsible for water service from the curb valve into the home, 

including water meter, back flow prevention, etc.; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the customary out of district agreement 

provides that the property shall pay 125% of the charges normally paid by those 

within the district. 

 
 
Motion to authorize an Out of District Agreement in Hopewell West Water District:  
Board Member Franco.  Seconded:  Board Member Beephan. All voted in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 
 

3. Authorize the Naming of a Road off of Holmes Road “Georgia Dr” 
  

RESOLUTION  

(NAMING A PRIVATE ROAD "GEORGIA DRIVE") 

 

 



Town of East Fishkill Board Meeting Minutes – September 22, 2022 25 

WHEREAS, Dutchess County 911 has identified a need to create a Private Drive to 

address three single family; and 

 

WHEREAS, an application has been made to Dutchess County 911 to approve the 

naming of a private drive as Georgia Drive; and 

 

WHEREAS, the index of names of the Town has been checked and there are no 

duplicates; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board does hereby 

concur with Dutchess County 911 and authorizes the private road to be named as 

Georgia Drive.     

 

 
Motion to authorize the naming of a road off of Holmes Road to “Georgia Drive”:  
Board Member Beephan.  Seconded:  Board Member Franco. All voted in favor. 
Motion carried. 
 

4. Authorize Funding Agreement with the New York State Department of 
Transportation 

RESOLUTION 

 
(AUTHORIZING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OF ROUNDABOUT PAVING 

AND DRAINAGE ON ROUTE 52/AUDITORIUM DRIVE ON THE STATE 

HIGHWAY SYSTEM, THE PERFORMANCE AND FUNDING IN THE FIRST 

INSTANCE 100% OF THE COSTS OF DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION OR 

RECONSTRUCTION THEREOF, TO BE REIMBURSED BY THE STATE AND 

APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR) 

 

WHEREAS, the State of New York has requested the Town of East Fishkill to 

incorporate Improvements (the State Reverse Betterment) to Paving & Drainage on 

Route 52/Auditorium Drive in the Town of East Fishkill, PIN 8021.76 combined with 

a Town improvements project to adjacent Town highways; and  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, the East Fishkill Town Board, duly convened does hereby;  

 

RESOLVE, that the East Fishkill Town Board hereby approves such project 

inclusive of the State Betterment (collectively the “Project”); and it is hereby further  

 

RESOLVED, that the East Fishkill Town Board hereby authorizes the Town of East 

Fishkill to pay in the first instance 100% of the costs of the Project or portions 

thereof; and it is further 

 

RESOLVED, that the sum of $500,000 is hereby appropriated and made available to 

cover the cost of participation in the above phase of the Project; and it is further   
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RESOLVED, that the East Fishkill Town Supervisor be and is hereby authorized to 

execute all necessary Agreements, certifications or reimbursement requests on behalf 

of the Town with NYSDOT in connection with the implementation of the Project, and 

reimbursement of the approved costs associated with the State Betterment, and it is 

further 

 

RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this resolution be filed with the New York State 

Commissioner of Transportation by attaching it to any necessary Agreement in 

connection with the Project. 

       
5. Adopt East Fishkill Architectural Design Guidelines 

 
RESOLUTION 

(RE: ADOPT EAST FISHKILL ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN GUIDELINES) 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of East Fishkill is seeking to establish architectural design 

guidelines for the Town’s hamlet centers to revitalize and improve the appearance of 

the hamlet centers and to ensure visual cohesiveness among buildings, signage, 

lighting, landscaping and streetscape elements; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town of East Fishkill awarded Saratoga Associates the contract to 

develop design guidelines for the hamlet areas; and 

 

WHEREAS, Saratoga Associates developed a document titled the “East Fishkill 

Architectural Design Guidelines” for the Town Planning Board, Zoning Board of 

Appeals, and Architectural Review Council, to use in their deliberations on any 

discretionary actions under the Zoning Law; and 
 

WHEREAS, the East Fishkill Architectural Design Guidelines are entirely optional in 

nature and to be considered only when local officials in discretionary decisions think they 

may be appropriate; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Local Law adopting East Fishkill Architectural Design Guidelines 

contained a provision allowing subsequent amendments to the document by resolution of 

the local legislative body; and  

  
WHEREAS, the East Fishkill Town Board, as lead agency, has completed a 
review under the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and has 
determined that adopting East Fishkill Architectural Design Guidelines will not 
have a significant effect on the environment and, therefore, warrant a “Negative 
Declaration” under Article 8 of the State Environmental Conservation Law, and  

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED,   

1) That the East Fishkill Town Board has prepared and hereby adopts 
the annexed SEQRA Negative Declaration for the proposed action; 
and  
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2) That the East Fishkill Town Board approves and adopts the East 
Fishkill Architectural Design Guidelines dated September 22, 2022 

 

 
 
Motion to adopt the East Fishkill Architectural Design Guidelines: Board Member 
Franco. Seconded: Board Member Beephan. All voted in favor. Motion carried.  
 

6. Authorize Hiring of Personnel Assistant 
 

RESOLUTION 

(APPOINTING A FULL-TIME PERSONNEL ASSISTANT) 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Comptroller has identified the need to hire a Full-time 

Personnel Assistant for the Town of East Fishkill; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Town Comptroller has interviewed Emma Consiglio; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Comptroller has submitted a memo to the Town Board to 

request the Full-time hiring of Emma Consiglio; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Town Board hereby appoints 

Emma Consiglio to the position of Full-time Personnel Assistant in the Town of East 

Fishkill; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the salary to be paid is an hourly rate of 

$24.95 in accordance with the CSEA Union Contract and the effective date will be 

October 10, 2022. 

 
Motion to authorize the hiring of a personnel assistant:  Board Member Beephan.  
Seconded:  Board Member Franco. All voted in favor. Motion carried.  
 

7. Accept a Grant for the Hudson Valley Council Band  
 

RESOLUTION 

(ACCEPT GRANT FOR THE HUDSON VALLEY COUNCIL 

BSA BAND) 
 

WHEREAS, the Town has been notified that the Hudson Valley Council 

BSA Band has been awarded a grant through the Learn, Play, Create grant 

program; and 

 

WHEREAS, the Dutchess County Learn, Play, Create grant program 

provides critical funding to our nonprofit youth-serving organizations 



Town of East Fishkill Board Meeting Minutes – September 22, 2022 28 

which will enable them to empower our youth to continue to take part in 

the activities they enjoy; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town Board to sponsor and accept this 

grant on behalf of the Hudson Valley Council Band; and 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT   RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be and 

hereby is authorized to execute any documents necessary to receive a 

grant in the sum of $12,000; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all officials of the Town be and 

hereby are authorized to take all steps necessary to receive said grant. 

 
 
Motion to accept a grant for the Hudson Valley Council Band: Board Member 
Franco.  Seconded:  Board Member Beephan. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
 

8. Authorize Travel and Training for the Tax Assessor 
 

RESOLUTION 

(AUTHORIZING TRAVEL AND TRAINING FOR TOWN ASSESSOR) 

 

 

WHEREAS, the Town Assessor has advised the Town Supervisor that in order to 

remain certified by the New York State Assessors Association she must attend annual 

training programs; and 

 

WHEREAS, a training program is available September, 2022 for her to attend in 

Lake George, NY; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Town Board to authorize the Supervisor to 

approve said travel; 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Supervisor be and hereby is 

authorized in accordance with Section 77b of the General Municipal Law of the State 

of New York to authorize the Assessor to attend a training program sponsored by the 

New York State Assessors Association to be held out of the area requiring an 

overnight stay; and 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all reasonable and necessary expenses 

incurred by the Assessor may be approved by the Supervisor for reimbursement by 

the Town.     
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Motion to authorize travel and training for the Tax Assessor:  Board Member Franco.  
Seconded:  Board Member Beephan. All voted in favor. Motion carried.  
 

9. Authorize Hiring a Part-Time Typist 
 

RESOLUTION 
(APPOINT TEMPORARY PART-TIME TYPIST) 

 
 

WHEREAS, the Town is in need of a temporary employee commonly referred 
to as a floater to assist in the clerical functions necessary to operate Town 
Departments; and  

 
WHEREAS, Sheila Falciano, has been interviewed and is recommended to 
the Town Board; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the applicant is hereby 
appointed as a temporary part-time typist in the Town, being paid an hourly 
rate of $15.38; and 

  
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said typist shall work at the pleasure of 
the Town Supervisor in accordance with all the previously established rules 
and regulations. 

 
 
Motion to authorize the hiring of a part-time typist:  Board Member Marinaro.  
Seconded:  Board Member Beephan. All voted in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Additions to the Agenda by Majority Vote: 
None. 
 
Budget Transfer: 
Supervisor D'Alessandro stated there were no transfers at this time. 
 
Comments from Town Board Members: 
  
Superintendent Williams stated they have been doing tree trimming in multiple 

neighborhoods. The jet vac has been repaired and is back out on the streets. They 

have been working in the watershed area as well as other areas in town. They have 

also started doing some line striping on Miller Hill and Shenandoah Road. As the 

weather permits they will continue on Lake Walton, Brown, Montfort Road, Noah 

Way, and East Hook Cross. The grade-all has also been out repairing some 

shoulder work due to damage from some of the heavy rain. Paving has been done in 

Little Switzerland. The contractor has been doing a good job. They will be headed 

towards Creamery Road next. They are patching potholes wherever they find them. 

The mechanics are getting the fleet ready for winter. Community Day was a great 
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event. It was a joint effort by all departments. He wished his secretary, Jessica 

Lacalamita, a happy birthday and thanked her for everything she does. Supervisor 

D’Alessandro wished her a happy birthday as well.  

Police Chief Bellino stated they did just shy of 2000 calls this past month. There 

were 27 arrests. They have gotten two loaded firearms off the road due to those 

arrests. The DWI arrests have increased about 100%. They have sent two more 

officers for DWI specific investigations. They have also sent two officers to crime 

scene photography school and one officer for commercial vehicle enforcement 

training. All of the officers this month requalified with all of the weapons. They have 

added two more officers for training for the messaging trailer. Chief Bellino attended 

an operations meeting with the heads of the Dutchess County agencies and other 

police departments. They worked on I Pause. This is a public notice messaging 

program with Dutchess County Department of Emergency Response. There is a full 

time officer in the high school and jr. high school as an SRO and each elementary 

school gets and officer six hours a day. All of the officers can work remotely as well. 

They did receive a grant for their new software project. It is in their budget. It is 

$150,000 towards grants received that they can put towards it. Dutchess County is 

anticipated to discuss a funding program to cover the first two years of a program for 

cameras. That might show as a line item in the budget, but the cost is being 

provided for by a grant. They will know for sure about the grant in November. There 

are four vacancies in the Police Department. Two are for officers, one is for a full-

time police assistant, and one is for a part-time police assistant. They have reached 

out to the college for assistance in finding police assistants and have received four 

applications so far. The last project they are working on is extreme risk orders. He 

will explain more about it in October and this is a mandated issue. Board Member 

Franco wanted to acknowledge the SRO at John Jay High School, Bruce White. He 

interacts with the kids and parents wonderfully and is a rock star. Board Member 

Marinaro asked about the percentage of “locals” getting DWI’s. Chief Bellino stated it 

is mostly local and surrounding communities.  

Board Member Beephan stated that on September 11 they took a pause to 

remember those lost on that tragic day as well as those suffering with ongoing 

illnesses. He wanted to thank the Supervisor, the Supervisor’s secretary Gina 

Grippo, Hudson Valley Council Band, and the Children of the American Revolution 

for everything they have done to put that event together. He also thanked Hopewell 

Hose for setting up the American flag with one of the tower ladders. He thanked Joe 

Torres from the Town of Wappinger for setting up a donation drop-off site for the 

flood victims in Kentucky. He thanked Supervisor D'Alessandro, Mayor Martin from 

Village of Fishkill, and the other officials for attending the Homeland Security 

Intergovernmental Relations Tour last week. He thanked everyone involved with 

East Fishkill Community Day. 
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Board Member Marinaro stated summer camp went smoothly, even with the very hot 

days. Red Wing Park was also a great success. The great thing about these parks is 

that they run smooth because there are a great group of individuals working there. 

Community Day is usually worked on throughout the year with many meetings. It 

takes a group of people dedicated to organizing it to make sure it goes off smoothly. 

They are working with people regarding meeting upgrades to fields and buildings. 

Due to finances sometimes projects have been postponed but that does not mean 

that there is not work being done to address those issues. The town has to watch 

the revenues and appropriate funds to make sure there is a priority list. There are 

some challenges but Recreation are a great group of people to work with. He 

thanked the recreation Department and Bill Green for making a great Community 

Day. 

Board Member Franco thanked everybody for community day. He thanked the 

Highway Department for all of their work. He thanked all the public for coming out for 

the day. 

Clerk Cassidy thanked the Community Day Members, Board Member Marinaro, 

Ann, Gina, Christine, and Jessica all put many hours into it. Special thanks to 

Christine and Jessica for everything they did that day. It was a great day and it was 

the 26th one that he has been to. He stated they are expecting to use the iPods next 

month at the meeting so please contact him after you've downloaded the program so 

he can assist you. 

Supervisor D’Alessandro thanked everyone for coming to the meeting. He hopes 

everyone enjoys Columbus Day weekend in a few weeks. 

Motion for Adjournment:  Time: Motion to adjourn the regular meeting at 9:04 PM:  
Board Member Franco.  Seconded:  Board Member Beephan.  All voted in favor.  
Motion carried. 
 
Town Board Meetings: Workshop/Budget Meeting:  October 13, 2022 
    Regular Meeting:                          October 27, 2022 
 
Respectfully submitted by Julie J. Beyer on behalf of Town Clerk Peter Cassidy – 
October 5, 2022 


