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TOWN OF EAST FISHKILL 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING 

DECEMBER 19, 2017 

 

 

Lori Gee called the meeting to order.  

 

Members present: 

John Eickman, Steve Caswell, Michael O’Brien (arrived at 7:15), Lori Gee, Craig Smith, 

Alternate Ed Miyoshi; Tom Wood, Attorney; Michelle Robbins, Planner (arrived at 7:58); Scott 

Bryant; Pam Baier, Clerk; Julie Beyer, Meeting Secretary.  

 

The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

CHAIRPERSON COMMENTS 

 

Ms. Gee announced that the next two dates were Tuesday, January 16th, 2018 and Tuesday, 

February 20th, 2018.    

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF MEETINGS HELD: 

 

 

October 3, 2017 

 

 

MOTION made by Craig Smith, seconded by John Eickman, to approve the 

October 3, 2017 meeting minutes. Ed Miyoshi abstained. Voted and carried. 

 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MEETING DATES FOR THE YEAR 2018: 

 

Ms. Gee stated that in 2018 the Board will be holding one meeting a month.  If they find they 

need the second meeting in a month, it can be added.  
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 January  16 

 February  20 

 March    20 

 April   17 

 May   15 

 June   19 

 July   17 

 August   21 

 September  18 

 October  16 

 November  20 

 December  18 

 

MOTION made by Craig Smith, seconded by Steve Caswell, to accept the meeting 

dates for the 2018 year as presented. Voted and carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: 

 

 

Heritage Acre, 2 Lots, East Hook Road. 

 

 

Tom Cerchiara, Michael Knutson, Josh Morgenthau, and Christine Chale were present. 

 

 

MOTION made by John Eickman, seconded by Craig Smith, to open the Public 

Hearing. Voted and carried unanimously. 
 

 

 

Mr. Knutson described the mission statement for Scenic Hudson. They are a non-profit 

organization that preserves land in farms and creates parks that connects people to open spaces in 

the Hudson Valley. Their vision is a community of informed, engaged Hudson Valley citizens 

working to make vibrant cities and towns linked by inviting parks and trails, beautiful and 
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resilient landscape, and productive farms. They are working with the owner of this property for 

acquisition in order to preserve outstanding conservation values. Those include agricultural 

values, historic agricultural use and access to local food, ecological values including a half-mile 

of frontage on Wiccopee Creek, New York state and federally designated wetlands and highlands 

forested ridge scapes as well as scenic values. They are before the Planning Board to subdivide 

this property. After the acquisition they will be leasing a portion of the property, Lot 2, to 

Fishkill Farms who will be restoring it to agricultural use. They ultimately hope to convey this 

property to Fishkill Farms subject to a Conservation Easement restricting it to agricultural use. 

The remainder of the property, Lot 1, and other land that they will be purchasing from Heritage 

Acre LLC includes conservation areas they are seeking to protect. They do not presently have 

any plans for the property. The possibilities for future use include public access, and or sale to 

private party subject to a permanent Conservation Easement which would protect the 

agricultural, ecological, and scenic values of the property. Scenic Hudson is not a housing 

developer and they are not requesting the subdivision for that purpose. Ms. Gee asked if they had 

the text of the Conservation Easements worked out yet. She asked if they intend to place them 

across the entirety of each parcel or would it be portioned out. Mr. Knutson stated that per the 

discussion at the last meeting, Lot 2 would be subject to an easement at the time of conveyance 

and it would include restrictions to restrict the property to agricultural uses only. In terms of Lot 

1, it would depend on if they would retain that for a public park then Scenic Hudson would 

remain the owner and he would not put an easement on themselves. If they were looking to 

convey it to a private party the plan would be to convey it subject to a Conservation Easement to 
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protect those conservation values. Ms. Gee stated at the last meeting they were discussing 

whether or not there was sufficient access to each parcel. They talked about potentially widening 

one of the access points with another parcel that they own. She asked if that had been done. She 

asked if there would be an easement across the parcel to allow the access. Mr. Cerchiara stated 

that since the last meeting they have included another parcel in this application. It includes a strip 

of land that will keep them outside of the wetland if access is ever designated through that area. 

There was also discussion of easements to the fire district and the town and they have also both 

been included in the subdivision plat. Ms. Gee asked Attorney Wood if he has looked at the 

easements. Attorney Wood stated they would be part of the inclusions.  

 

Ms. Gee asked if there were any questions or comments from Board members. Mr. Eickman 

asked if there was a reason they would not put the Conservation Easement on the property now 

instead of waiting for the conveyance. Mr. Knutson stated they cannot do the actual easement 

until they convey the land to Fishkill Farms. They would not put an easement on their own 

property. 

 

Ms. Gee asked Attorney Wood if he had any questions or comments. Attorney Wood stated he 

has dealt with Scenic Hudson on several different things in other communities. He stated they are 

acquiring the property and part of it would be used for farming. If it were to be transferred to 

Fishkill Farms it would be subject to a Conservation Easement that would restrict it to farming 

and those uses only. The other lot, while owned by Scenic Hudson, would be preserved as open 
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space. If they choose to sell it they would preserve the open space aspect with a Conservation 

Easement. They do this throughout the Hudson Valley so this is a great way to preserve this large 

parcel from further development. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if there was anyone who would like to speak for or against this application or ask 

any questions. 

 

William Gee asked how many acres were involved in this. Mr. Knutson stated the whole 

property is 338 acres. Mr. Gee asked what access would be granted to the general population. 

Mr. Knutson stated generally their properties are open to the public unless there is a safety or 

ecological issue and that will be for Lot 1. Lot 2 will be leased to Fishkill Farm. 

 

Gerald Carey stated he lives on Tamerack Drive and is in favor of this proposal. He does believe 

the southwest portion of East Fishkill has been overdeveloped. He does believe Lot 1 seems 

unable to be developed. 

 

Adelaide Lewis asked if Scenic Hudson has ever sold any property to someone who then 

developed it. She asked if they could promise to keep it in its natural shape in perpetuity. Ms. 

Chale stated they might have conveyed property to a private owner. The sole purpose of Scenic 

Hudson is to be land trust to preserve. Mr. Knutson stated he cannot remember a time where they 

have sold property to have it be developed. Included in the sale is a clause that the property is 
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subject to a Conservation Easement. Ms. Lewis asked if a Conservation Easement was going to 

be put on the entire property. Attorney Wood stated anybody who wants to build would have to 

come before this board. That would also include having to do an environmental study. This 

property is environmentally sensitive. 

 

Eileen Segnit lives at 20 Buroak Drive. She does believe that Lot 1 cannot be developed. She 

does believe if this were to be open to the public with trails put in there no good would come 

from it. She does not believe having public up there would be beneficial. 

 

John Basile stated he has concerns regarding the Wiccopee House property. He asked where 

access would come onto their property from Lot 1. Mr. Cerchiara stated he believes the only 

feasible access is off of East Hook Road. Mr. Basile stated there are two nesting eagles 50 feet 

from that location. The DEC has them registered. He believes there is supposed to be a 500-foot 

setback for the Eagles. There is also a drainage ditch there. He states there is massive flash 

flooding there all the time. Mr. Cerchiara stated there is no proposal for improvements or for 

making a road. Scenic Hudson would have to come back before this board if they wanted to 

propose something. They have been talking about the drainage ditch that the Town had installed. 

They will be working with the Town Attorney to address that. Attorney Wood stated that no 

development is being proposed for this location. In any process for development the town has a 

full process an applicant has to go through. They cannot override the DEC regulations. The 

Town also has a very extensive Wetland Law. Mr. Basile loves the use of Lot 2 but he is 
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concerned about access and flooding on Lot 1.  Ms. Gee asked the applicant if they were aware 

of the eagles. Mr. Knutson stated this was the first they have heard of them. He did state again 

that there is no development planned for this location. Ms. Gee asked if this was something they 

had dealt with in the past and if they knew of the regulations. Ms. Gee asked if there was any 

registration regarding Eagles that would have to be placed on the plan. Attorney Wood said not 

at this time, as there is no development proposed. Mr. Knutson stated that all of these issues 

would be factors if they were to convey the property to anyone else. They would need to take 

into consideration protecting the eagles, stream, community, and town. 

 

Mike Verrachia stated he owns property adjacent to Lot 1. He stated he believes everyone in the 

neighborhood is concerned about any changes to Lot 1. For the past few months they have all 

woken up to men walking through the property surveying it and they have had no information. 

He does have some concerns regarding the use on Lot 2. He asked what kind of pesticides 

Fishkill Farms plans on using and how it will affect the surrounding homes. With Lot 1 he asked 

what Scenic Hudson's exact plans were for development and how close to the property lines they 

were planning to go. He asked if he would continue to wake up and see people wandering around 

near his backyard. He also asked who currently owns the property. He also asked how they 

propose to maintain conservation on the property if they were to sell it. Mr. Knutson stated that 

the current owner is Heritage Acre LLC, which is part of the Morganthau property. The 

subdivision does include the merger of a small property at the top of the map. Ms. Chale stated 

these are descendents of the original family that farmed here. Mr. Knutson stated that they do not 
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have any concrete plans in terms of Lot 1. Anything that they would do would require them 

coming back to the board and going to the community. They do not want to do things that would 

be unwanted by the community. They would want to be respectful to all of the surrounding 

properties and to work with the community. He stated to be clear, they are not housing 

developers and they are not requesting the subdivision for that purpose. Ms. Gee asked if they 

had worked out the text for the Conservation Easements and asked if it would be across the east 

parcel in its entirety or portioned out. Mr. Knutson stated that Lot 2 would be subject to an 

easement at the time of conveyance and would include restrictions to restrict the property to 

agricultural uses only. Lot 1 would depend on if they were to retain it for public park area with 

Scenic Hudson as the owner and then there would be no easement. If they were looking to 

convey it to a private party they would convey it subject to a Conservation Easement to protect 

those conservation values. They really want to see all of that area protected. If they were to 

develop the trail area and have a parking area they would come back to the Planning Board for 

that approval. 

 

Mr. O'Brien stated he has heard people say they do not want this area open up for trails but that 

is part of Scenic Hudson's mission, to have lands accessible for public use. It is a reasonable 

expectation of the property. Ms. Gee stated that as part of the purview of the Planning Board 

they can see the plans and where residential housing is and they can require setbacks for property 

lines to keep them away from where there could be vehicles or children. Mr. Knutson stated he 

invites anybody to come and see their other parks to see how they are developed and designed. 
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He provided their website, www.scenichudson.org for a list of locations. 

 

Josh Morgenthau stated he is the owner of Fishkill Farms. The family is committed to keeping 

the farm and the land open. He does share all of the concerns that he hears. The land being 

discussed as land that was owned by his grandfather and he never expected to be able to place 

some of it back into farmland. His theory is if they don't take this opportunity at this point they 

could end up with something much worse. His cousins own the property and are eager to sell it. 

They are a commercial farm. More than half of the acreage is certified organic and the remainder 

is eco-certified. They have a list of toxic pesticides that are on their "do not use" list. They do 

take their pest management options very seriously. He stated there are trade-offs living next to 

farm area but he believes the open space outweighs those. Even the organic blocks have to be 

sprayed with some pesticides and that can be noisy. Their ultimate goal is to produce organic and 

sustainable food and support a local community and keep the land open. 

 

Mr. Cerchiara stated that as the surveyor of the property he is hopeful that his team out in the 

field should have been able to identify themselves as surveyors. They do not always know the 

details of each project they are doing that he hopes that they are respectful. Mr. Verracchia stated 

they were respectful but had no information on what the project was. Mr. Cerchiara stated he is 

also a mountain biker and has worked with Scenic Hudson on trail access projects. He stated that 

the review process for putting trails in does involve the community and can be very restrictive in 

terms of staying away from housing and things of that type. Mr. Verracchia asked exactly what 

http://www.scenichudson.org/
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the other options for Lot 1 would be. Ms. Chale stated that the reason the property is being 

acquired is to put it back into farming. Lot 2 is the most beneficial for farming based on the soil 

and location. They have also identified the property because it has important habitat to be 

reserved. They buy property because of the character of the property. There is a lot of wetland on 

the property as well. They might hold it as open space or they might develop trails. They don't 

have a definitive plan right now. They are buying it right now to facilitate the farm. The land 

used to be farmland so it is being restored to that. 

 

Frank Simone lives at 31 W. Hook Road. He is in support of the project. He would like to make 

sure the land does not get developed into housing. His only concern is regarding the existing 

farm road that is close to the back of his property. He was wondering if that area was going to be 

used for pick your own farming or other public access. He asked if there were any guarantees 

that the driveway would not be used for buses or corn maze or high traffic activities. Mr. 

Morgenthau stated the pick your own farming is done on the existing property. He stated he 

believes that area would be more for agricultural production. They do not have a crop plan set 

yet. Mr. Morgenthau stated he did not think he could make any guarantees but it does not make 

sense to use that piece of land for that purpose. There is a conservation easement that will be on 

the property that will restrict activities for that area to keep it farmland and not developed.  

 

Gene Branson stated he lives at 2 Macy Court. He stated he has had many concerns in the past 

regarding spraying at the farm and his concerns have always been met by Mr. Morgenthau. They 
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have made arrangements and adjustments to spraying times. He does believe this project is a 

great idea but he does have some concern regarding the taxes. He believes people who are 

concerned about people walking on trails should be more concerned about the property being 

sold to developers and having 300+ houses put on it. That would generate more foot traffic, car 

traffic and noise. He believes having Scenic Hudson here would be a fantastic thing for the 

community. 

 

A resident stated his concern is with trails. Trails are a haven for drugs and people walking 

around in the woods is a concern for him. He is more comfortable with the thought of 300+ 

houses where you can get to know your neighbors versus 300 strangers walking through your 

backyard. He also believes there will be no guarantees regarding what type of pesticides will be 

used in the farms. 

 

Leonard Scafidi stated his biggest concern is having drugs in the area. He is worried about 

strangers coming and a rise in theft. He believes bike paths are the worst things you can do. He 

also asked who would pay for the maintenance of the trails. He believes the town will have to 

maintain it and pay for it once it is completed. Ms. Gee asked who does the maintenance of the 

trails. Mr. Knutson stated that Scenic Hudson does do the maintenance themselves while the 

property is owned by them. Attorney Wood stated that the town has to accept the trails. He stated 

that scenic Hudson's properties are usually developed with walking trails that are very rustic. 

They are not paved. If there is a trail system and they ask the Town to take it over and maintain it 



Town of East Fishkill Planning Board                                                           December 19, 2017 

 12 

and that would require consent from the Town Board and community input. That would include 

input as to where they would be installed and how far away from things they are. 

 

Eric Brannigan stated he lives on Tamarack Drive. Mr. Mr. Cerchiara stated that his property 

would adjoin Lot 2, which will be leased to Fishkill Farms. Mr. Brannigan asked if he would still 

have access to that property. Mr. Knutson stated that Lot 2 will be leased to Fishkill Farms and 

will not be open to public access. 

 

Rob Curley he does believe that Mr. Morgenthau will do great things with a farm. He is a CSA 

member. He was asking about the length of the lease. Mr. Morgenthau stated the lease is a nine-

year lease but the goal is to purchase the property at the end. Mr. Curley stated that hiking trails 

would preserve the land. He asked why there could not be a Conservation Easement on it right 

now. He asked if, since they don't own the property right now, a Conservation Easement can be 

put on both lots before the sale goes through. Mr. Knutson stated that after the subdivision goes 

through they will hope to acquire the property quickly and they would not have a Conservation 

Easement on their own property. During their ownership they would manage it with the purpose 

and values he had previously stated. If they were to consider selling it privately that it would be 

subject to a Conservation Easement. The current owner would not put a Conservation Easement 

on to the property. That is the purpose for Scenic Hudson wanting to purchase it. Mr. Curley 

asked why the current owner would not want to put a conservation easement on it now. Ms. 

Chale stated that the property is a large piece of property that is up for sale. Mr. Miyoshi stated 
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that the current owner would not put an easement on the property because that would limit who 

they could sell it to. Mr. Curley asked if the property is un-developable why would the Town or 

the owner not want to put an easement on it? Attorney Wood stated that as a private property 

owner, they would like to get some remuneration for their property. Scenic Hudson is going to 

purchase it from them for whatever the value is. Scenic Hudson's mission is to acquire property 

to preserve it. Another purchaser would probably not want to buy the property because of its 

development potential but Scenic Hudson wants to purchase it for the preservation of the eagles 

and the ecology. There are legal reasons why a property owner cannot have a conservation 

easement on their own property. They may find another group that wants to purchase the 

property for conservation purposes that may have different conservation goals and they would 

work the easement to incorporate those goals. Mr. Curley asked if there was anything from the 

town requiring a Conservation Easement be in place prior to the sale of property. Attorney Wood 

said no. All they are doing is creating lot lines at this point. If the property owner came in 

without Scenic Hudson involved they would be able to adjust those lot lines. There is no 

development proposed and if an owner wants to segregate their land a little differently, that is 

their right. Ms. Gee stated that regardless of who the owner is, if someone is going to develop 

this parcel it does need to come back before this Board for approval. Anyone who received 

notice for this Public Hearing would be receiving notice for that also. 

 

Mr. Scafidi asked where their funding is coming from to do all of this work. He asked if it came 

from transportation funding. Mr. Knutson stated that scenic Hudson received funds from several 
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sources. Attorney Wood stated that the Rail Trail was funded by the federal government through 

grants. Scenic Hudson's funding is primarily through private donations although they do 

sometimes get grants. 

 

Paul Klymco stated that the owner could do whatever they wanted with this property and they 

are looking at an applicant who is willing to preserve the open space. He does believe most 

people here would want someone to come in who will preserve the open space and who has a 

track record of preserving open space. He has used Scenic Hudson hiking paths and he believes 

this will be a good thing. 

 

Mr. Brennigan asked how much distance was between his house and Lot 1. Mr. Cerchiara said it 

appears to be between 500 to 600 feet. 

 

Mark Doyle stated he is the manager Fishkill Farms. He stated he is very involved in land 

conservation. He has worked with Scenic Hudson and Dutchess Land Conservancy. To be able 

to place it in perpetuity as a Land Conservation Easement, which would remove the development 

rights from the land to preserve the land, is a great ability. If, in 200 years, it is not a farm 

anymore it still will be open space. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if there was anyone else who wanted to offer comments regarding this 

application. There was no one. She asked if Ms. Robbins had any questions or comments. Ms. 
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Robbins said no. Mr. Caswell stated he believes there are two levels of protection with this 

application. The first is the commitment and mission of Scenic Hudson to keep it undeveloped. 

Second, if they were to sell at any point in the future it would have to come back before the 

Planning Board to review the potential. Ms. Gee stated the sale of the land would not trigger a 

visit to the Planning Board, but any development or change of use of that property would. Mr. 

O'Brien stated that when people come in with plans showing two houses, there is no guarantee 

they're going to build those two houses. When someone tells the Planning Board what their 

planning to do the Planning Board expects that the applicant will do it.  

 

Mr. Curley asked if there any current restrictions on the properties for building. Attorney Wood 

stated there are the regular zoning ordinances, to include steep slopes, wetlands and buffers. Ms. 

Gee stated that there has not been a study to see if you could fit residents onto Lot 1 as no one is 

intending to do that right now. She did say that they have environmentally sensitive lands that 

cannot be built on and those lots would have to be looked at that way to see what could be built. 

 

Mr. Morgenthau stated his concern is that his cousins want to sell this property. The taxes on it 

are very high. The next potential buyer could be a multi-house developer. They will not get 

another option to work with someone like Scenic Hudson who is willing to preserve the land. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if there were any other questions or comments from Board members. There were 

none.  
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Mr. Brennigan stated that he is in full support of this project going forward to keep this land as 

farmland.  

 

Ms. Gee asked Ms. Robbins if there were any issues raised that would deter this Public Hearing 

for the lot line realignment to not be closed. Ms. Robbins said no. 

 

 

MOTION made by Craig Smith, seconded by Michael O'Brien, to close the Public 

Hearing. Voted and carried unanimously. 
 

 

Ms. Gee stated this application would be put on the January 16, 2018 meeting agenda for a 

resolution. 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSSIONS: 

 

 

 

Kacherski Amended Site Plan, Clove Branch Road 

 

 

Dr. Stan Kacherski was present. 

 

 

 

Dr. Kacherski stated that he submitted answers to questions that were raised at the last meeting. 

They have made arrangements for additional railing to be installed. He stated that the generator 
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is on his property but the fence is not on his property. He would be moving the fence. Ms. Gee 

asked if there was a way to fit the fence between the property line and the generator. He asked 

what the setbacks were for the fence. Engineer Bryant stated if it is a 6-foot fence it is a 2-foot 

setback. Mr. O'Brien asked if the neighbor objected to the fence and if not could they just leave 

it. Attorney Wood stated what happens if the next owner did object to it and this was on the site 

plan. 

 

Ms. Gee asked Ms. Robbins if she is going out to look at the generator and if setbacks are 

required. Ms. Robbins said the generator is 1.2 feet off of the property line. She does believe the 

parcel is a split zone, with part of it being an R3 and part being commercial. She does believe the 

generator is on a commercial portion of the property, which means there on the setbacks. The 

fence is a visual buffer. The generator is in the best location on the site. Attorney Wood 

suggested that if the current property owner does not object to the fence and the applicant is 

willing to say if the adjoining property owner sells the property and the new owner objects to it, 

then the fence would need to be removed at that time. Dr. Kacherski said he would rather just 

remove the fence now. He said he would keep it right on or just inside of the property line. Ms. 

Robbins stated they will let the applicant know exactly how they would like to see the fence 

issue resolved. There is a possibility it may require a variance from the Zoning Board depending 

on the zoning of the property the generator is on. Ms. Gee stated that due to a fence being 6 feet 

high they would be required to get a variance for it. Dr. Kacherski asked if they would need a 

variance for a 4-foot fence. Attorney Wood stated they need to see what's on the original site 
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plan. Ms. Robbins stated they would look into it and let the applicant know exactly what needs to 

be done. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if there were any other open items. There were none. Mr. O'Brien asked if all the 

other issues with downstairs were cleared. Ms. Gee said yes. Engineer Bryant stated that any 

required permits are still the responsibility of the applicant. Dr. Kacherski stated he is aware of a 

few things that need to be done. 

 

Ms. Gee stated that the Fire Advisory Board asked about a second egress and wanted to make 

sure that the use of downstairs meets all building and fire codes. Engineer Bryant stated he 

believes it does but they will review it to make sure. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if there were any other questions or comments from anyone. There were none. 

 

 

MOTION made by Michael O'Brien, seconded by Craig Smith, to approve the 

Resolution of Determination for Kacherski site plan. Voted and carried 

unanimously. 
 

 

DISCUSSIONS: 

 

Hunter’s Ridge Amended Subdivision Plan, 4 Lots, Devon Farms Road 
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Brian Stokosa was present.  

 

Mr. Stokosa the stated they are looking to remove eight lots and the town road. They are looking 

to just do the four lots. He did speak with the Town Highway and the Building Department. The 

driveways were reconfigured since the last time this was before the Board. Lots 2 & 3 have had 

the driveways moved closer to each other and right along Devon Farms. Lots 1 & 4 driveway 

locations are to the north and south. Ms. Gee asked if they were sharing an apron in the right-of-

way and not actually joined with the properties and Mr. Stokosa said yes. He stated they did try 

to push back the bank to create a uniform grade at the entrance locations. To avoid any easement 

issues they would like to try to do the grading before final approval. They are hoping to be able 

to push the bank back around the end of March. They will put down stabilizing erosion control to 

mitigate any disturbances. There will be individual wells and individual septics. They are 

working with the Board of Health as they have shifted some of the septic locations. They'd did 

do a Conservation Easement on Lot's 1 & 2. Mr. O'Brien asked what schedule the applicant is 

looking to work on. Mr. Stokosa stated they would like to take this to the Public Hearing level 

and the Board probably has to re-circulate for lead agency. Engineer Bryant asked if they have to 

go back to the Department of Health. Mr. Stokosa stated that two lots out of the four could be 

reused. He does believe he found better soil conditions on the other two lots so they have to go 

back. They would like to do the grading between preliminary and final. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if the applicant had comments received from the Town Professionals. Mr. 
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Stokosa was not sure if he had the comments from Ms. Robbins. Ms. Robbins notes regarding 

updates for the plan. Mr. Stokosa said he will get them done. 

 

Ms. Gee stated that the Fire Advisory Board is asking for intermediate pull offs on the driveways 

of Lots 1 & 2. They would prefer to have one from each driveway that could connect to each 

other near the 500 foot from the roadway mark to allow for a turnaround in the event of an 

emergency on either driveway. Engineer Bryant suggested a possible mountable delineation so 

they don't become an issue for the homeowners. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if there was a change that needed to be made to the plan in order to get the 

grading done. Mr. Stokosa stated they are still cleaning up some of the storm water aspects. The 

grading that is there will be expanded slightly. They will be treating this with individual retention 

areas. The disturbance is under 5 acres. 

 

Ms. Gee asked Ms. Robbins if this did need to get recirculated. Ms. Robbins stated they just need 

to verify there are no additional steep slopes. She does not believe it will trigger any of the 

SEQRA issues. Ms. Robbins stated she believes they should just reaffirm that they are lead 

agency and make their findings. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if there any other questions or comments from the Board members. There were 

none. 
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MOTION made by Craig Smith, seconded by Michael O'Brien, to schedule this 

application for a Public Hearing on January 16, 2018. Voted and carried 

unanimously. 
 

 

DISCUSSIONS: 

 

McDonalds Amended Site Plan, Route 376.  

 

Allen Roscoe was present. 

 

Mr. Roscoe stated he is the Northeast Civil Lead managing the Northeast regional projects for 

McDonald's. Several of the McDonald's are being renovated. This applicant is one of them. It is 

called the SBS program. There are three main elements of this program to include interior, 

exterior, and site work. The interior of the buildings are having ADA upgrades to the restrooms 

and dining areas. There will be some new furniture the dining rooms, new condiment areas, and 

new counters. The exteriors are a total re-skin with new color schemes, which are neutral, which 

will be taupe or grays. There'll be changes to the drive-through lanes. The site is fairly simple. 

The site work is very limited. They are doing ADA compliance only. They will be resurfacing a 

portion of the parking area with concrete at where the ADA spots are located. There will be new 

striping for the pathway and repair to the sidewalks. They are simply replacing the ordering 

equipment. There is no expansion to the use or to the drive-through, no changes to the site 
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parking configuration, no reduction in spaces, and the same location for the ordering board. 

 

Mr. O'Brien asked if this location would be moving to the remote ordering or if this was tied to 

these changes. Mr. Roscoe said not at this time. Some locations are getting self ordering kiosks 

while others are getting hostesses for seating and bringing you your food. This location is staying 

relatively simple. 

 

Ms. Gee asked if this applicant has been before the Architectural Review Board. Mr. Oscar said 

that is their next step. 

 

Ms. Robbins asked if there were any changes to landscaping or lighting. Mr. Roscoe said there 

are none planned but if they find a problem it will be addressed. There will probably be some 

new directional signage and the actual ordering board will be switched. Ms. Robbins stated they 

may or may not need a sign permit, depending on what exactly they are doing. She will work 

with the applicant on that. 

 

Ms. Gee asked Attorney Wood if they could condition for the ARB. Attorney Wood said yes 

because that is normally a condition of the Building Permit. Ms. Gee stated this is a very minor 

change to the site plan. Mr. Roscoe stated this area is not very heavily landscaped so if there is 

something damage during construction it will be replaced. She did state that the Fire Advisory 

Board did recommend a Knox box. 



Town of East Fishkill Planning Board                                                           December 19, 2017 

 23 

 

 

MOTION made by John Eickman, seconded by Michael O'Brien, to approve a 

minor site plan amendment to include a review by the ARB of the exterior of the 

building, review of the landscaping and lighting plans through the Building 

Department and subject to installation of a Knox box rapid entry system if not 

already in place and conformance with all other aspects of the existing site plan. 

Voted and carried unanimously. 

 

 

 

Ms. Gee wished everyone a happy, healthy, safe season. 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by John Eickman, seconded by Craig Smith, to adjourn the 

Planning Board meeting. Voted and carried unanimously.    
 

Respectfully submitted: 

 ______________________________, 

     Julie J. Beyer, Meeting Secretary 

    East Fishkill Planning Board 


